 July 24, 2007

To the Gray Zoning Board of Appeals, Town Council & Planning Board
It is not normal policy of the Little Sebago Lake Association to become involved in cases such as the one that you are hearing tonight. However, the abuse and non compliance of Twin Brooks is so flagrant , impacting water quality and even more importantly, setting a negative example for other lake owners, that this statement must be made.

In October of 2006, I attended a site walk of Twin Brooks with the planning board. During that time I saw many of the trees cut, areas of deep trenching where water was heading directly to the lake, fencing almost reaching the waterline on the boundary line, and a sad situation of disrespect for natural resources.  The present head of the  planning board several times made the comment that they were not there as enforcers but to become acquainted with the site. The enforcement would be left to the CEO and then they could do their job.

I came away saddened by the raping of the land and what its impact would be on Little Sebago. I had confidence in the Town of Gray and those who are on the boards to do their due diligence. As time progressed, members of our boards working behind the scenes continued to gather more information. As spring arrived the reports of what was happening became even more disturbing. Board members attended more town meetings regarding this subject, making inquires to the DEP and the DHS trying to understand what being done. In May of 2007, I and Cal Cutter of the Westwood Road Association met with the CEO to further understand what was happening and what direction the town was taking in this matter.
As a lake association our concerns were stated at the last ZBA meeting.  Subsequent calls this week to the DEP and the Congress of Maine Lakes have led me to make this public statement tonight.
The bottom line of what is happening here all revolves around Little Sebago Lake. This lake is fighting for its life and Twin Brooks has been a benefactor of its beautiful shores and presence for many years. To proceed with flagrant violations waiting to see if they get caught demonstrates that they are not being good stewards to the lake which has provided their livelihood. The issues of past violations and total disregard of town and state requirements are documented, numerous and have already been presented to the 
town and the state.  Operating without a permit, more sites than have ever been approved, impacting a septic system design most likely for the 25 sites on file, sites within a stones throw to the lake, clearly against shoreline zoning, cutting trees without permits and getting them after the fact, filling in a wetland with tons of fill and no silt fences, cutting the canopy in the area severely and removing the vegetated buffer along the shoreline, to mention just a few things. Neighbors have complaints of the stench from leachfield and have questioned why should they get permits when doing things in shoreline zoning if there are no repercussions for the actions taken by Twin Brooks. LSLA’s efforts in removal of 21 tons of dry milfoil mostly in this area are for not if Twin Brooks continues to feed the plants with runoff with total disregard. Although it appears that Twin Brooks may have the compliance blessing of the town, the violations and infractions that have occurred over the past 20-30 years should not be overlooked.
This is a shameful situation that must be dealt with and the responsibility lies with the town of Gray.   I have been told by the DEP that the town is responsible for allowing the cutting and can be guided by the DEP to order revegatation but not ordered.  Other areas of accountability rest with DHHS & the DEP for citing the violations and lastly with the ZBA for exercising the responsibility to make decisions not just based on what the CEO says but by using their ability to reason and not overlook the graphic black & white evidence of what has been presented here and protect this lake. Twin Brooks needs to be accountable, financially, environmentally and morally for the careless actions it has taken over the years in regards to Little Sebago Lake.  The future or demise of this lake rests in the hands of this board.
Respectfully submitted

Carol Ann Doucette,

President, LSLA

