To the Town of Gray:

The primary mission of the Little Sebago Lake Association is to protect the water quality of Little Sebago Lake. Inevitable development within the watershed has a direct effect on water quality when barriers to runoff are removed, allowing nutrients to be carried into the lake. Recognizing this, we are assisted by DEP and Gray and Windham town ordinances that enforce a 250’ Shoreland Zone around the lake.

Over recent years, the LSLA has coordinated surveys and orchestrated projects with Cumberland County Soil and Water Conservation District to identify and repair areas of high runoff, improving the overall integrity of this zone. Homeowners have invested considerable resources toward adhering to extreme restrictions placed on new construction and renovation projects, springing up all around the lake as the region becomes more urbanized. Ongoing water tests show that we have been successful in maintaining stable lake quality.

The unpermitted development within the Shoreland Zone at Twin Brooks Campground flies in the face of all these efforts. Ignoring the permitting process, trees have been cut and fill has been added, severely compromising the ability of the lot to absorb water flowing toward the lake.

There are only two businesses on Little Sebago, both long-term family campgrounds, one of which failed to open this year for the first time in 37 years. The uncertainty felt in losing the stability of the known use of land and buildings at Aimhi is echoed in the unpermitted expansion plans of Twin Brooks. Recent testimony to the Zoning Board of Appeals has shown what a valuable experience growing up on Little Sebago is to Gray residents, and we can only hope to preserve some of the quality of life that comes from living in Maine. A business should be a stabilizing influence on the future of the lake, protecting the resource that is its livelihood.

At the same ZBA hearings, comments were also made implying that residents of Little Sebago are somehow not part of the community of Gray, that we are rich elitists trying to keep anyone else from enjoying the lake.

Nothing could be farther from the truth. Countless volunteer hours and thousands of dollars have been donated to protect this community asset. We have forged partnerships with the State of Maine and both the Towns of Gray and Windham to direct public money toward our ongoing efforts to control invasive milfoil. We are dedicated to preserving a quality of life to which we want to belong.

We implore the Town of Gray not to undermine our efforts to preserve and protect this community treasure. The public funds entrusted to us by Gray are an essential contribution to the endless task of maintaining water quality, and must be put to their best use. We beseech the owners of Twin Brooks to recognize the responsibility of occupying the headwaters of Little Sebago and help us hold on to what’s left of this valuable piece of Maine.

