To Little Sebago Lake Watershed Property owners:
We are writing to inform you of an issue that the LSLA board has been has been following for over a year in relation to the Twin Brooks Campground on the upper end of the lake.  The campground has expanded its operation considerably over the last 14 years and in many cases that growth appears to have taken place without the appropriate respect for environmental responsibility or laws and code requirements in place to protect the lake and watershed.  Abutter to the campground Gerry Haines is trying to get cooperation with the laws and ordinances governing the growth and has initiated legal process against the campground and Town of Gray to try to force compliance.  In question are several alleged zoning violations, lack of appropriate license from the Dept. of Human and Human Services, inadequate sewage system, vegetation cutting, and filling of a wetland.

Members of the board of directors have attended site walks, meetings with Town of Gray Code Enforcement and Department of Environmental Protection, been to public hearings, and spent considerable time trying to absorb information and documentation in relation to the matter.  

Part of the mission of LSLA is to protect and restore our water quality and nurture a community of lake stewards.  We felt it was our duty as directors to follow this situation, be visible as an association, and stay informed as the process unfolded.  Additionally we felt we should address the campground owner to encourage compliance with the rules we all have to live by to protect the lake and watershed when owning property in the shoreland zone.  Following is a copy of a letter sent last week to Andrea Maloney, Twin Brooks Campground owner, to which there has been no response.

It is important to note that Twin Brooks has applied to the Town of Gray for permits to double the size of the campground from it’s present non-conforming existence.  The campground fronts the lake where one of the largest infestations of milfoil exists.  Runoff from the campground flows across non vegetated areas where trees have been cut and fill added carrying sediment and phosphorous directly into the lake.

The directors of LSLA do not feel as a group that is appropriate for the Little Sebago Lake Association to take a legal stand on one side or the other on this matter as none of us are qualified to interpret all the nuances of local, state, and federal law.  Decisions on compliance with rules and ordinances will have to be determined by the courts at this point.  However, directors personal knowledge of and association with the site, attendance of investigative visits by DEP and Gray Code enforcement and evaluation of legal process and documents requires us to look at our mission statement and conclude that due diligence to protect the lake environment has not been practiced by Twin Brooks Campground.  In response it is our responsibility to inform the membership and encourage all lake owners to visit the following web sites and read the documentation about the issue, form your own questions or conclusions and then get in touch with the appropriate parties listed below to encourage the campground owners to adjust the way the property is being used to protect the lake we all enjoy.

Furthermore,  We request that all lake property owners be responsible for their property uses around the lake and take into account the affect of their actions on the health of this resource.  Check into the ordinances and laws designed to protect the water body before tree or shrub cutting, soil disturbance, deck and patio building, placing a dock or outbuilding, changing a septic system, making an expansion or any other change in property use.  

The continued viability of this lake is the responsibility of all of us.  Do your part to stay informed and be good stewards of this precious resource.  Get in touch with some of the entities listed below to be knowledgeable and make your feelings known.

